v mablllty of mdlvndua!s to belong |n a socrety where,lt is
~ well-known that the suicide rate is on the increase. The
: 'experts had to admit, reluctantly, that durlng EYY 1968 '
in France it fell to almost nil. That spring also
vouchsafed us a clear sky, and it did so effortlessly,
because a few cars were burnt and the shortage of
petrol prevented others from pollutlng the air. When |t
rams, where there are clouds of smog over Paris, let us
~ never forget that it is the government s fault. Alienated

production makes the smog Revolutlon makes the
sunshme g ~

 GUY DEBORD, A SICK PLANET (1971)




HE APOCALYPSE

Excerpt 1: The Apocalypse is upon us

- ALL OF US SECRETLY DESIRE FOR THIS
- WORLD TO END. THE GRAND ILLUSION
OF WESTERN CIVILISATION HAS ALWAYS
BEEN THE MYTH OF PROGRESS, NAMELY
THAT THE FLOW OF HISTORY WOULD BE-
NEFICENTLY AND INFINITELY EXTEND INTO
THE FUTURE.

To our parents, civilisation offered houses in the sub-
urbs, computers, and automobiles. And civilisation
delivered: To the children: of these workers, civilisa-
tion offered life on the moon, artificial intelligence,
endless peace. All of which have failed to emerge.
While our parents desperately still believe that some-
day the mortgage will be repaid and that they can re-
tire in happiness, their lost children know this is a lie.
The world offers nothing to us: no jobs, no rest, no fu-
ture - only fear. Over and over again, we find ourselves
conditioned like rats by the images of not just our own
death, but of total destruction. From the collapse of
the World Trade Centre to the alien invasion, from the
specter of nuclear war to holes in the ozone layer - and
now the melting glaciers - these images are ingrain
themselves in our very being. And these images are
nothing more than modern projections of the deep-set
fantasy of all religions: the apocalypse.

The apocalypse is above all a relationship that we have
to our time. The apocalypse is always a singular event
in the future, so that while there is a sense of impend-
ing doom, there is a strange relief that things can go
on exactly as they are now, perhaps indefinitely. Two
minor variations exist: Either that this world will be
replaced with a new world, shiny and perfect, or thatit
will just simply end, with nothing at all following. Re-
gardless, all apocalyptic thinking holds that this pres-
ent world will at some point be utterly destroyed. So,
there is no reason to care for this world, to preserve
it, to sustain it.

~ taking all agency from our lives and giving it to some

N RN

‘In fact, one can rape this planet Without even a sense
~ of guilt. This vision of the apocalypse justifies the

actions of the oil barons and coal lords to emit ever-
more carbon in order to maintain the present form of
life, and make a quick buck of profit. It is precisely this
madness that throws the Christian apocalyptic cults

- into bed with these fossil-fuel magnates. The second

option is that the state is the only possible saviour
that can prevent the apocalypse, if not indefinitely, at
least for a few more years. Apocalyptic time then plac-
es any possibility of change far into the distant future,

supernatural or scientific event, so negating the pos-
sibility of an all-too-human revolution in the present.

THERE IS ONE FATAL FLAW IN APOCALYPTIC TIME:
WHAT IF THE APOCALYPSE WAS NOT THE END OF
TIME, BUT THE TIME OF THE END? WHAT IF THE
TIME OF THE END IS HERE-AND-NOW? THE APOCA-
LYPSE IS NOT IN THE FUTURE, THE APOCALYPSE IS
HAPPENING AT THIS PRESENT MOMENT.

The sudden reality of the apocalypse is not to be
doubted by anyone who has any protracted connec-
tion to the planet, like those who garden. Only in the
cocoon-like and concrete metropolis, where any con-
nection to the vast array of non-human life has been
sundered long ago, one can fail to notice the non-hu-
man world is in a state of advanced destruction. Never
before in recorded history has the question of the sur-
vival of the planet been so starkly posed, and never
before has such news been greeted with such indiffer-
ence. And as long as the apocalypse is not happening
right now, we smile and shrug, and continue our EY
lives. Our society claimed to be possessed of miracu-
lous powers. These miracles have become perverse.
The fish have left the seas: soon there will be no more
cod in the North Sea, as the warming oceans devas-
tate the plankton that the cod eat. Fertile land become
desert: the emptying of the vast Ogallala aquifer, the
tremendous heat waves in France, the fires in Greece.

\“




To dream of milk and honey in thlS age is absurd The |
honey bees have disappeared, leaving their hives

empty and threatening the future of even the flowers
And our milk is tainted with growth hormones, causing
‘our children to hit puberty earlier and earlier. There’s
nothing pure in this world, and we cannot even drink
the waters from the streams.

OUR ANCESTORS WOULD BE SHOCKED BEYOND
BELIEF THAT IT TOOK SO LITTLE TIME TO MAKE
THE WORLD UNLIVABLE FOR HUMANITY. AND THIS
1S ONLY WHAT IS SELF-EVIDENT.

The apocalypse may be all too real. If science is the
new religion, then the present equivalent of prophets
would be scientists, and climate change is their secu-
lar apocalypse. It's tempting then to dismiss climate
change as mere rhetoric, some sort of collective de-
lusion perhaps propagated for nefarious purposes.
Yet ‘science supposedly has one crucial advantage
over religion: science consists of hypotheses that
may be tested, proved true or false, so that science
consists of an always limited and yet always growing
approximation of reality. Even today when mysticism
far more than science rules the world - merely com-
pare the number of books on physics sold as com-
pared to those on astrology in a bookstore - there is
alurking suspicion that science actually does matter.
Its hypotheses have led to everything from the cure to
malaria to unmanned drones in Afghanistan. So there
is a cause for concern when scientists themselves be-
gin to speak of the apocalypse like mad prophets. The
new hobby of science is predicting like bean-counters
how many years we have left: Fifty, twenty, ten, five.

For those who can remember that our planet lives not
only in political history but in geological time, a wave
of massive extinction has commenced, an event aptly

- ian Triassic extinction event is almost certainly global

named the “anthropocene” ,eXtinction event. Nearly

~half of all species may be gone within the coming de-

cades. Perhaps therein lies the source of a vague feel-
ing of guilt and an inability to even appreciate other
species except as cartoons or in cages? The only
comparable extinction event in the fossil records is
the Permian-Triassic extinction event of nearly two-
hundred: and fifty. million years ago, in which nearly
all sealife and three-quarters of animals on land died.
The reason for the earlier "Great Dying” of the Perm-

warming of 5-6 degrees. Great volcanic eruptions be-
gan in Siberia released huge amounts of carbon diox-
ide and other greenhouse into the air, leading to glob-
al warming, which led to the even more dangerous
methane trapped in ice being released - a gas twenty
times more potent than carbon: There is perpetual fear
that we will soon encounter.positive feedback cycles,
events like the destruction of the rainforest that will
cause a inexorable skyrocketing of carbon emissions,
making catastrophic climate change inevitable. Due to
climate change, already we are seeing evidence: that
the permafrost in Siberia is melting in an area the size
of France and Germany combined, and billions of tons
of methane may soon be released: a “tipping point”
straight into the biocrisis. The apocalypse is at this
historical moment is a very real extinction event con-
joined with what can only be termed a religious under-
standing of time.

TO SEPARATE THESE TWO DISTINCT PHENOMENA,
WE CAN CALL THE REAL WAVE OF EXTINCTIONS
CAUSED BY EXTREME ECOLOGICAL DEGRADATION
THE  “BIOCRISIS”, WHILE WE SHOULD RESERVE
THE “APOCALYPSE” FOR THE IMAGINED POSSI-
BILITY OF THE END OF THE WORLD. THE BIOCRISIS
IS THE TRUE IN THE MOMENT OF THE APOCALYPTIC
FALSE.




There is without a doubt something religious to these
convictions, with reports on melting glaciers being

the equivalent to fiery sermons and carbon offsetting '

being nothing more than indulgences.

OVER CLIMATE CHANGE: THE “WORLD LEADERS”
KNOW ALL TOO WELL THAT THE APOCALYPSE IS
THE MOST POWERFUL OF DISCOURSES, CAPABLE
OF JUSTIFYING ANY ATROCITY.

While climate change is transforming into a real ex-
tinction event, it is at this historical moment con-
joined with what can only be termed a new religious
discourse, an apocalyptic vision that was long held
in check by the Enlightenment. Yet with science itself
turned from the secular savior to the creator of the
Atom Bomb, the hope for a bright tomorrow is ob-
jectively insane. All we can hope for is some definite
“end” to the situation.

THE APOCALYPSE IS NOT HAPPENING IN THE
FUTURE, IT IS HAPPENING HERE-AND-NOW. IT IS
NOT THE RESULT OF OUR PERSONAL SINS AND IT

IS NOT THE “COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY OF HU-

MANITY”.

Climate change (or God, or whatever) will bring about
the ‘apocalypse. The apocalypse, the anthropocene
extinction event, the real biocrisis of all life, began
with the advent of our current form of life: capitalism.

Everyone knows that task of our generation is the
overthrow of the existing order, yet like the early Chris-
tians describing the end of feudalism in religious rath-
er than political language, our generation is unable
to express the obvious necessity of revolution in any
more than the scientific language of catastrophic cli-

THERE IS A DANGER TO THIS SECULAR HYSTERIA

‘mate change The closest parallel to our erais then the

Peasant Wars of the late middle ages, where the peas-
ant insurrectionists phrased what was fundamentally
the desire for a social revolution in religious terms. It
took generations for a language of human rights to
come out of the utterances of beggar-kings and her-
etic priests that God was present in even the lowliest
of peasants. Perhaps then it is not without a sense of
irony that a “climate camp” to reduce carbon. emis-
sions seized Blackheath, where centuries earlier Wat
Tyler and an insurrectionary army. of peasants nearly
overthrew: the English. monarchy: the first of modern
failed revolutions. As Engels noticed, it would take
centuries for an economic Ianguage to be created that
could phrase the struggle of Thomas Muntzer for “om-
nia est communia”; for everything to be held in com-
mon, in a way that could be understood without God.
The first step in overthrowing the present order is no
different: to formulate a new language of insurrection
from the language of catastrophic climate change.

THERE IS A SECRET MEANING TO THE APOCA-
LYPSE. IT IS NOT THE END OF TIME, BUT THE END
OF THIS TIME. NOT THE END OF THE WORLD, BUT
THE END OF THIS CAPITALIST WORLD.

Capitalism is nothing more than the historically con-
tingent relationship of ourselves to our time. The
apocalypse is a myth that allows the present disaster
of capitalism to continue unabated. By projecting the
end of time into the future, all human agency in the
here-and-now is lost. If the apocalypse eternally is in
the future, our present becomes frozen eternally. All
agency can only be given to some deux ex machina,
be it God or the State, which will both simultaneously
bring the apocalypse or prevent it forever. The little
shift is to dispel the apocalypse and realise the im-
mensity of the biocrisis in the present, and act to




INTRODUCTION TO THE APOCALYPSE, EXCERPT 2:

THE SPECTACLE OF
GREEN CAPITALISM

ILLUSTRATION RITA TUTA

OF MARKETS AND CARBON MARKETS

IT IS EASY TO ASSUME THAT THERE IS
NO ALTERNATIVE TO OUR FORM OF LIFE,
THAT THE WAY WE LIVE IN THIS PRESENT
MOMENT IS SIMPLY A REFLECTION OF THE
WAY THINGS ARE. '

Implicit in this common-sense is the not-so-
hidden assumption that the present will ex-
tended indefinitely into the future, which both
provides a measure of comfort as well as the
feeling of imprisonment. The future lasts for-
ever. Or at least, it used to. In times of crisis, a

space of freedom returns, and the possibility
of a rupture with the present opens. History,
long banished to dreary scholastic books, re-
turns to us fresh and alive. To push away that
which is closest to us, our very form of life,
and see it objectively - this might seem im-
possible. Yet it is not: the first step is to give
our form of life a name, to identify it as some-
thing finite in time and space, so capable of
ending. And this perpetual present, that has
its only favor being only the certainty of its
own destruction has a name: capitalism.

prevent the destruction of life at the hands of capi-
talism. Agency returns and our relationship to time
is reversed, and even history is redeemed. The past
transforms from the history of failed revolutions to a
history of revolutions - The peasant revolts, the Paris
Commune, the Spanish Civil War, the Seminoles, the
Luddites - that could culminate any time in a true rup-
ture. The future transforms from a bleak nothingness
to a continual series of chances: for life to prevail.
The present transforms from a frozen moment of de-
spair to a here-and-now infused with intensity. With
this little shift, a certain quickening of the blood: that
has long thought disappeared from the world returns,
given to those whose life is given to the survival of
future generations. So not just is there a possibility of
revolution, but actual revolutionaries appear, as does
a kind of redemption that lies not in the future, but in
the here-and-now.

THE LITTLE SHIFT IS TO DISPEL
THE APOCALYPSE AND REALISE
THE IMMENSITY OF THE BIOCRISIS
IN THE PRESENT, AND ACT TO
PREVENT THE DESTRUCTION OF
LIFE AT THE HANDS OF
CAPITALISM.




Capitalism is based on an equation so simple a child could under-
stand it: technology plus human labour plus natural resources cre-
ates commodities. These commodities can be either more technol-
ogy for production - otherwise known as capital - or commodities
for consumption. The iron law of value states that everything may
become a commodity to be exchanged for some value, and value is
incarnated as monetary price. Commodities are exchanged not to
fulfil human needs, but to accumulate more value for capitalism. The
flow of commodities produces flows of carbon as a trivial side-effect
of industrial production, and hence the destruction of our entire eco-
system is built into the little equation of capitalism. The constantly
decreasing term in our equation is the finite “natural” resources of
our earth, which taken to their wild asymptotic end spells the real
possible extinction of the vast majority of currently-existing life on
this planet.

THE INESCAPABLE LOGIC OF CAPI-
TALISM IS THEN TO COLONIZE EVERY
SPHERE OF LIFE, ASSIGNING THAT
WHICH WAS HELD IN COMMON BOTH
A PRIVATE OWNER AND A VALUE.

This double operation must take place
so that this newly valued commodity can
be exchanged on the market in order to
produce more profit, and hence, expand
value and capitalism. Climate change is
just symptomatic of capitalism reaching
the limits of its expansion in the world
of natural resources that evolved before
capitalism. It is then fitting that a totalis-
ing crisis like climate change accompa-
nies a totalising system of production
like capitalism. Carbon emissions are
the by-product of capitalism just as def-
ecation is the by-product of humans eat-
ing, as fossil-fuel intensive energies are
the primary source of cheap energy that
capitalism harnesses for production. Yet
even stopping carbon emissions would
not hait the totalising biocrisis brought
on by capitalism.

Carbon emissions and climate change
are a mere symptom of the ecological
degradation caused by capitalism. Taken
as an isolated issue in-of-itself, climate
change is ludicrous. Even if burning
fossil fuels didn’t cause climate change,
it would still be cancerous to humans,
pollute the ocean and atmosphere, fu-
elling death-dealing automobiles and
missiles, and create the raw materials of
everything from disposable plastic bags
to useless toys. Although cutting down
the forest reduces the planet’s ability to
store carbon, it desiroys uncountable
species, ripping asunder indigenous
forms of life and evicting them from
their homes and destroying even the
possibility of the joy many humans get
from being outside.

WHILE A “GREEN” ZERO-CARBON
CAPITALISM MAY BE POSSIBLE, IF IM-
PLAUSIBLE, EVEN A ZERO-CARBON
CAPITALISM INEXORABLY TRANS-
FORMS LIVING NATURAL RESOURCES
INTO DEAD CAPITAL.

If it's not carbon, it will be the destruc-
tion of water, of the atmosphere, of life
itself, all sacrificed to the ravenous ap-
petite of capital for the reproduction




commaodities, even if it means the end of the repro-
duction of life. Capitalism is the origin of the biocri-
sis, the last and final crisis of capitalism.

The logic of crisis is the logic of capitalism, and
capitalism has been in a state of crisis for decades
although it has only become self-evident in the fi-
nancial crisis of 2008, By far the most productive
social systems the world has ever seen, capital-
ism over-produces, leading to an over-accumula-
tion of capital. In any social system shaped around
the survival of humanity and the world, this would
be viewed as a miracle: the hungry could be fed,
the homeless housed, and the creativity of human-
ity unfettered from mere material concerns. Yet by
the perverse logic of capital, this over-productiv-
ity is a crisis: it is increasingly harder to make a
profit when more and more commodities are made
cheaper and cheaper, and workers are paid less
and less. The only way out of crisis is to through ei-
ther waging a war that destroys capital - the World
Wars being the obvious solution to the Great De-
pression - or via some act of sorcery invent new
commaodities.

ONLY AN EVENT OF NEARLY DIVINE PROPOR-
TIONS CAN RESURRECT THE BELIEF IN CAPITAL
AND THE STATE, AND LUCKILY THERE IS A MIRA-
CLE: THE ADVENT OF CATASTROPHIC CLIMATE
CHANGE.

From Greenpeace to Obama, the solution everyone
touts to climate change is, not surprisingly, the
expansion of capitalism into the very atmosphere
via carbon trading. By magically assigning carbon
a value and exchanging it, carbon emissions are
supposed to decrease. However, this contradicts
all past experience and the axioms of capitalism
itself. The creation of yet another market will un-
doubtedly lead to more capitalist production, and
so accelerate ecological degradation. While capi-
talism has figured out how to assign values to
simple material necessities like shoes and coal,
the price of carbon will simply be made out of thin
air. The resemblances of the pricing of “risk” on
the financial markets to the price of carbon on car-
bon markets are almost all-too-clear. Such inability
to assign adequate value is simply a recipe for a
boom of rampant fraud and speculation, followed
by a resounding crash. A carbon market is just like
the financial market, as the failure of the European
Union’s Emission Trading System, later a part of the
Kyoto Protocol, has already demonstrated this in
spades. Carbon markets require more production,
and so more carbon, which in turn signs the col-
lective death sentence of the biocrisis. How does
one assign a price for carbon? How can one give

the continued existence of human life as we know
it a price? The market demands such questions be

answered. To burn a car dealership to the ground is
more ecologically sustainable than carbon trading;
it is precisely the creation and flow of commodities
that threatens the future of life on this planet.

THE SPECTACLE OF
GREEN CAPITALISM

IT MUST BE AN ALMOST RELIGIOUS FORCE THEN
THAT KEEPS PEOPLE ENTHRALLED TO
CAPITALISM.

This force is called by Debord the “spectacle” - the
advertisements, television, blogs, web-sites, video-
games - that is nothing more than the collection of
images that serve as the revealed religion of capi-
tal. Sarte remarked that he had never seen perfec-
tion until he had seen a movie. The world of adver-
tisements is as central to us as the worid of Christ
and his angels was to our medieval ancestors. The
spectacle is when the relationships between hu-
mans become mediated through not just commodi-
ties, but images produced by capital. As capital
over-accumulates to ever more absurd heights, in
the search for ever more markets, capital colonises
the very social life of humans. Capitalism is able
to colonize the totality of our social life precisely
to the extent it is able to capitalize any other form
of life. One step of this colonisation was depriving
the multitude of their traditional forms of life in or-
der to put them to work in factories. Yet somehow,
after work, workers rejoiced and, shedding their
work-day clothes, became human again: playing
music in the bar, dreaming in the park, laying in
each other’'s arms. In order to extract perpetually
more profit, there became ever more longer hours
and ever-more-perfect assembly lines. However,
eventually a limit is reached in classical capitalism.
To continue the production of endless commodi-
ties, capitalism must colonise all of human time, all
of human culture. A new and terrible prison of the
imagination is imposed upon people via the perfect
image of the commodity, transmitted electrically
around the world via the mass media. These imag-
es of commodities now direct our collective human
activity. This global collection of disjointed images
of commodities and super-stars then becomes the
abstract unity that binds the fragmented humanity
together, masking the very real divisions of power
and wealth,




For decades, capitalism produced only the spectacle
of its own perfectibility in the form of sexy young peo-
ple consuming shiny new things eternally, but always
leaving out the images of its own waste.

All the obvious causes and resuits of capitalism were
artfully hidden, from the millions of pounds of plas-
tic in the oceans to the endless acres of forests re-
duced to stumps. As the process of natural resource
extraction can not continue infinitely on a finite planet
without some physical side-effects that will eventu-
ally wake even the most hypnotized of workers from
their spectacular slumber, the spectacle can no longer
present itself as images of heaven on earth. The hap-

piness promised by commodities is transformed into
terror. The dream of capital becomes its nightmare:
the image of the apocalypse.

In the era of the apocalypse, the spectacle must invert
itself. While in the analysis of Debord, the spectacle
as a collection of images was the summit of industrial
capitalism, the symbol of its total power. As a new and
very material reconfiguration of capitalism is now in
motion, the first step is the transformation of the im-
ages of the spectacle. Images of the apocalypse are
endlessly repeated in movies starring Al Gore, in the
pleas of scientists, and the last of polar bears hang-
ing desperately onto the last glacier. These images are
not innocent reflections of realty, but instead signal a




“WITHOUT A DOUBT, THOSE WHO FIGHT TODAY WILL BE THE
CHILDREN OF THE LAST GENERATION TO TRULY BELIEVE IN
CAPITALISM. FOR THE YOUTH TODAY HAVE NO HOPE.

IF AFEW DYING OLD MEN WANT TO BRING APOCALYPSE,
THEIR CHILDREN MUST BRING ON THE INSURRECTION.”

conscious manipulation of our inner lives in order
to make us willing slaves to the transformation of
late capitalism into green capitalism. Green capital-
ism is merely a spectacular form of capitalism that
denies its own role in the consumption of natural
resources. The image of green capitalism as a lat-
ter-day technological messiah that must rescue a
powerless humanity from the apocalypse produc-
es again only an unreal unity that merely masks the
real divisions between those who benefit and the
vast majority of the world that suffers from ecologi-
cal degradation.

A GREENPEACE AD IN THE NEW YORK TIMES
SAID, “IT WASN'T THE EXXON VALDEZ CAPTAIN’S
DRIVING THAT CAUSED THE ALASKAN OIL SPILL.
IT WAS YOURS.”

Any desire for a genuinely social revolution is
transferred to the ascetic self-management of the
individual, the care of the self. Remember that
self-management is still nothing more than man-
agement, with a tinge of self-righteous puritanism.
Only the righteous will be saved, and your indi-
vidual carbon emissions are a perfect way of mea-
suring your sins. Google has even commenced the
production of devices to allow other self-manage-
ment our personal electricity consumption and, no
doubt soon, carbon emissions. True salvation is
now being “carbon neutral” or more “realistically”
a 50% carbon reduction, a 65% reduction, an 85%
reduction. These goals employ all the fanaticism
of fad diets and flagellation. Of course, this per-
fectly alienated solution to climate change ignores
the obvious contradiction that a single individual
reducing their personal carbon emissions has lit-
tle to no effect. For example, unplugging a phone
charger only reduces energy consumption by one-
hundredth of one percent at most. A more sinister
agenda is at work. As the world’s population is so

- vast, so huge, that it is even inconceivable to to

imagine policing this multitude, to coerce them

®into green capitalism. The new slaves must enter

into green capitalism willingly, and must self-man-
age themselves, cleansing themselves of all im-
pure thoughts of communism and violence; these
thoughts are taken to be the result of some neuro-
chemical disorder, or childhood trauma.

Green capitalism must refuse to admit, under all
circumstances, that our mode of production is re-
sponsible for carbon emissions, since from that
terrible hypothesis would come the obvious con-
clusion that such an edifice must be overthrown,
and that those who benefit from it, the planetary
bourgeoisie, are those who have truly caused the
catastrophic climate change. They try to escape
by placing the blame for the coming apocalypse
on a ‘collective’ humanity who have harnessed in-
dustrial production for their ‘common’ needs at the
expense of the environment, ignoring the historical
reality that climate change is being precipitated not
by humanity as a whole, the vast majority of which
was dragged kicking and screaming into the facto-
ries and sweat-shops, but by capitalism, married as
it is to industrial production. Indeed, carbon emis-
sions and climate change more than clearly reveal
what can only be called a class divide: the carbon
emissions of a jet-setting businessmen from either
Britain or Qatar outstrip the thousands of unem-
ployed in places, ranging from the United States
to Guatemala, that have been excluded from the
planetary bourgeoisie, or those workers enslaved
by the self-same planetary bourgeoisie in the vast
factories in China and Brazil.

Never is capitalist production itself to be ques-
tioned. Far from it, a whole new market of green
commodities is produced for a profit: everything
from electrical cars to “fair trade and carbon-neu-
tral” lattes, whose production only worsens the real
crisis of natural resources while stroking the egos
of a new green bourgeoisie who can afford such
precious green products as the rest of the world
descends into food riots. Green restaurants, green
airports, green banks; soon enough, there will be
green prisons and green torture chambers.



Those who would call upon the state to find a so-
lution, solutions which would include further taxa-
tion on the working class and poor in the form of
carbon credits and other measures of green aus-
terity, will only lead to increased state control over
our everyday lives. These calls to the state will ohly
be used to consolidate state power and profitabil-
ity for capital whether the technologies it employs
are ‘green.’ It is ridiculous to beg for the ‘capital-
ist management’ of the crisis that it itself created.
As Debord said, if you don’t want to assist in the
spectacle of the end of the world, you must work
towards ending the world of the spectacle. It will
take more than changing our holiday habits to sus-
tain the world to come.

THIS NEW ERA OF CAPITALISM WILL NOT BE
HERALDED BY A MILITARY WAR, BUT BY A GEN-
ERALISED LOW-INTENSITY CONFLICT THAT EN-
COMPASSES THE TOTALITY OF LIFE:

THE SOCIAL WAR.

Increasing police violence, surveillance, and bio-
metric identity cards are just tactics in this social
war against “the enemy within” like anarchists,
unemployed youth, and immigrants. Carbon emis-
sions limits and trading will just be excuses for
new austerity measures to inflict upon the poor
of the world. It will take widespread deployment
of solar energy and the return of nuclear power to
maintain the bourgeoisie form of life even inside
the most privileged of countries, while the rest of
the world must be left to starve to death. Indeed,
what green capitalism presents today is a new mo-
rality that will tomorrow be austerity measures for
the world’s poor. In every country, the metropolis
will be divided into “Green Zones” for the planetary
bourgeoisie and vast swathes of exclusion.

THE SPREAD OF SABOTAGE AS AN OFFENSIVE
IN THE GENERALISED SOCIAL WAR IS THE MOST
PROMISING TERRAIN OF STRUGGLE AGAINST
CAPITALISM.

Without a doubt, those who fight today will be the
children of the last generation to truly believe in
capitalism. For the youth today have no hope, If a
few dying old men want to bring apocalypse, their
children must bring on the insurrection. Perhaps
their children will meet at night covered in black
masks. Or perhaps these new-born saboteurs will
operate in broad daylight, dressed as flight at-
tendants and construction workers, students and
baristas, junior accountants and even...the police.
The question is how to blockade the flows of car-
bon and commodities as to halt ecological degra-
dation. To stop the flows - not just for a moment
- forever. No compromise in defence of the Earth.

ECOLOGICAL

~ FASCISM

ILLUSTRATION: IVAR INTERNATIONAL

“We have modified our environment so radr-
cally that we must now modifi: ourselees 1o
exvist in this new environment.”

Norbert Wiener (1894-1964)

OTHER WORLDS ARE POSSIBLE. 1178 JUST
THAT SOME AREWORSE,

Fascism is the logical escape route of capitalism ro
a crisis. The cyele of erisis leading to fascism s as
tollows: the internal dvnamics of capitalism based
on sclfish interest and profit cannot lead to an over-
coming of the crisis ot over-accumulation; onlv a
massive revolution 1 the maode of production and
social relationships points a way out. The very same
conditions that could breed a revolution against
capitalism also breed its rransmogrification into fas-
cism. Fascism is the modernising project of capital-
1sm when it enters into crisis; let us not forget that ir
was Hitler, who after centuries of the late-forming
German nation-state was lagging behind the rest of!
Europe in terms of modernisation, built the high-
ways, the factories, even modernised the alphabet.
National socialism Jdid what the bourgeoisic, lett to
their own devices, were incapable of doing; namely,
dominate the most resistant forms ot society and or-
ganise them into a new unity. Like politicians today,
fascists cynically promised evervthing to evervone,
even if it entailed contradictions: and so fascism



actually resonates with people, butdi-
rects them in the long-term interests
of capitalism. In response to climate
change, a new kind of cco-fascism is al-
most surely to arise, either as capitalism
fails to reform itself into green capital-
ism -or, in the more likely case, where
the distinction between fascism and
capitalism merge. The right-wing zealots
have & moment of truth when they de-
clare that they don't like the new “green”
government that will prevent them from
burning fires in their own backyard. Giv-
en that carbon markets are only going to
increase carbon emissions, the purported
solution to climate change in the form of
strict carbon emission reductions would
require nothing less than an authoritar-
ian state with control over every facet of
life. In the name of “saving the planet,”
we will submit ourselves to join the new
collectivity of the state in the form of
eco-fascism.

Eco-fascism is a warning, and as
it is only a movement to come,
we can only offer a sketch of its
seeds in the present rather than a
perfect description.

The signs are telling. George Monbiot,
an influential British journalist, told his
devoted fans that to stop global warm-
ing, we must riot for austerity. Never has
the new form of eco-fascism been more
clear. Fascism is the copying of revolu-
tionary organisation to the counter-revo-
lution and eco-fascism will be no excep-
tion. In the 1930s, the national socialists
adopted the techniques of revolutionary
communism such as the mass meetings,
the street fighting, and a desire for col-
lectivity. The methodology of commu-
nism was perverted away from its goals
of a new Internationale into the service
of the “people” - the Volk - and the Land.
There is no reason to believe that eco-
fascism will be any different, although
the sources of its new form of organisa-
tion will be anarchism, not communism.
For a superficial example, notice that in
Germany and Bulgaria, the fascists have
adopted the dress and even the tactics
of the anarchist Black Bloc. However, a

less superficial example is more impor-
tant: anarchist sub-cultures have been
the vanguard of taking full responsibil-
ity of personal consumption, of “punish-
ing” themselves for drinking Cola, eating
meat, using the “wrong” words. It is then
no wonder that some of the anarchist
sub-cultures were the first to fall victim
to the spectacle of self~-management in
the name of “saving the environment.”
The individualist moralism of anarchism
can easily be transformed to eco-fascism,
while the essential ethical questions re-
main ignored. So these methods of self-
control, now strictly enforced as austerity
measures, will become the first phase of
eco-fascism, and this moralism will jus-
tify any repression against social revolu-
tion. The marking of those who consume
too much, those who don't truly believe,
those who overspend carbon credits,
those who defy forced austerity mea-
sures, combined with spying on neigh-
bours, militarised borders, camps for cli-
mate refugees...this is the nightmare of
the beginnings of eco-fascism. Monbiot
and the rest of the planetary bourgeoisie
in their pleasant eco-villages should give
each other a toast - over organic locally-
grown wine grown in Cornwall - as none
of this will disturb their ever-so-perfect
green zone. Their recuperation of anar-
chism is almost too perfect.

Capitalism fragments our lives
into a million little pieces, and
fascism offers to re-assemble our

lives into a new kind
of collectivity.

Fascism offers to let us abolish curselves
as individuals in order for the supposed
greater good of the species, the group,
the nation...yet in reality, it only enslaves
us to the domination of a small clique,
a leader, a prophet. In the widespread
fear that any crisis causes, fascism takes
advantage of people’s desire to survive
by offering to dominate them to assure
their survival. How is that we desire our
own domination? Fear, and in crisis, the
attraction to power. There is something
strangely comforting, and even erotic, in
the submission of one’s self to a collec-
tivity. Unlike anarchism, instead of creat-
ing collectivities based on the association
and mutual aid of free individuals, fas-
cism creates this new collective form of
life based on the abstract domination of
a single individual: thus the propensity
towards fascism for figures like Hitler




and Mussolini; and the same dynamics
apply to Stalin and Pol Pot. Unwilling
to change the fundamental social rela-
tionships of domination, fascism blames
concrete groups of individuals. So the
eco-fascists personify capitalism in par-
ticular individuals or ethnic groups: the
conspiracy theorists’s visions of the Jew-
ish bankers being the ideal template. Un-
fortunately, with the total collapse of our
social life at the hands of the spectacle,
this “picture-thinking” is all-too-easy to
understand. In the absence of real social
relationships, loyalty is projected to the
image of the Nation, the Race, the Good,
the Pure. In this new era of dwindling
natural resources, immigrants will likely
be the first ethnic group to suffer. Who
but the Chinese should tell them how
to mine their land! Buy American! The
tragedy is that the calls resonate more
with each passing day, as the relative fac-
tions of global capital use this fictionali-
sation to manipulate their own internal
populations as they themselves both
co-ordinate and fight over the future
control of the planet, After the death of
God, fascism is merely the opium as the
masses, at least in the West.

The beating heart of fascism has
always been ecology.

The dream of a green and fecund agrar-
ian world, a dream foolishly thrown out
by communism and only only kept alive
until recent decades by anarchism, is giv-
en as the connection between blood and

soil. It fulfils the need for a historical and
transcendental essence for eco-fascism
to build its abstract unity upon: the re~
lationship between people and the land.
Ecology was defined by its founder, the
biologist Ernst Haeckel, as “the total sci~
ence of the connections of the organism
to the surrounding external world.” In a
misinterpretation of Darwin, Haeckel
believed that since the same “laws” of
Social Darwinism prevailed throughout
both the natural world and social life,
only the strongest - be they individu-
als or nations - would survive, and so
he became a proponent of racial purity,
joining the Thule Society, one of the se-
cret societies that was the fore-runners
of fascist ideology. Hitler founded in the
doctrines of the Thule Society the foun-
dation of an ideology for national social~
ism, so that Nazism was to be a “politi-
cally applied biology” to return humanity
into harmony with the environment. By
opposing a pure ecological ideal to the
metropolitan anomie of capital, classi-
cally, fascists were the first who effec-
tively merged ecology and politics. The
relationship between the People and the
Land must be cleansed and renewed, and
in this context cleansing means the mur-

- der of those outside the fascist collectiv-

ity. This would fit all-too-easily into the
border regimes being put in place across
the world. Yet even more disturbing fu-
ture scenarios are being dreamt today by
those like Kaarlo Linkola - who, speak-

ing against free-market capitalism and
unlimited growth, in his award-winning
book “Can Life Prevail?” believes that to
survive the biocrisis, humanity must be
forced from the city and into agricul-
tural production, trees must be planted,
all airplanes grounded, construction
stopped. While these may not seem to
be such terrible things, and in fact even
necessary steps to a world without capi-
tal ... without a pause to breathe, Linkola
adds that children who are deemed unfit
should be killed.

Fascism is the technophiliac
ideology of the apocalypse.

The visions of a green and harmonious
future that serve as the kernel of fascism
are to be realised in the distant and nev-
er-quite-arriving future, but all the pow-
er of the technology developed under
capitalism should be harnessed now, at
whatever the cost in death. Eco-fascism
is apocalyptic insofar as it must destroy
the current world in the here-and-now
precisely in order to restore it to its per-
fect condition in some infinitely deferred
future. This explains the seeming schizo-
phrenia of fascism, the contrast between
the smokestacks of the concentration
camps and dictates of Nazi Germany to
commence nation-wide organic farm-
ing. Indeed, an underlying logic con-
nects the perfectionist ecology of the
National Socialists with their attempt
to eliminate, like any productive farmer,
what they considered to be waste. As the




apocalypse is in the future, all manners
of techniques can be deployed today to
bring about the thousand-year reign of
the new heaven on the new earth. Un-~
like those purists for whom the ends and
means must be compatible, eco-fascists
are more than happy to employ a mass-
based movement and high technology
to realise their state of primordial virtue.
In the era of global climate change, this
combination will be even more tempting,
as eco-fascists will also play to the tech-
nophilia of capitalism, since eco-fascism
will be more than willing to use what-
ever technology can be used to preserve
survival of the land and people. More
than traditional capitalism, eco-fascists
will be able to put forward an alternative
to capitalism that connects personal sur-
vival to the promise a restored ecosystem
due to technology. Of course, the actual
restoration will always be infinitely de-
ferred, and any atrocity will be justified
by the coming apocalypse. And since it
is committed to keeping the machina-~
tions of natural resource exploitation and
capitalism going without profit, there is
no doubt that eco-fascism will result in
the degradation of the planet as quick, if
not quicker, than green capitalism left to
its own devices.
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Despite all the forgotten
historical roots of ecology in
fascism, eco-fascism will not be
the fascism that we recognise, the
antiquarian fascism of swastikas
that reeks of the smoke of
Auschwitz, but a fascism that is
far more sinister and subtle.

For the coming fascism will not even use
the term “fascism,” and will not even nec-
essarily be nationalist, although it could
be. There is a common mis-understanding
of fascism, namely that somehow fascism
is only about the separation and purifica-
tion of races and nations, The murder of
the “foreign element” of the unintegrated
Roma fits the mold of classical racism
all too well, but something more hap-
pened with the destruction even of the
completely integrated six million Euro-
pean Jews in the Holocaust. Fascism as
an extreme case of racism or nationalism
is a myth, and the reality is much more
complicated. The selection of Jews and
Roma for extermination was only the be-
ginning. When we include the selection
of communists, anarchists, queers, the
disabled, prisoners of war, the victims of

the Holocaust more than doubles. The
true nature of fascism is then revealed by
the final law - the Gemeinschaftsfrem-
dengesetz - that Hitler passed on the
first of January of 1945 but never imple-
mented. In this law, the selection begun
by the Holocaust was never to end. Next
the weak, the morally dissolute, those
insufficiently part of the fascist society
... all were to be killed. This selection
would include anyone whose behaviour
was less than perfectly aligned with the
envisioned perfect fascist society, and
this selection was to take place infinitely
and ever more stringently into the fu-
ture. Those “foreign to the community”
were those who “have been unable to
show personality and lifestyle, espe-
cially because of an exceptional defect of
reason or character, that meet with the
minimum requirements of the national
community”, including those who “from
idleness or debauchery leads a worth-
less, uneconomical, or disorderly life,
and thus another of the public burden
or risk...or have an inclination to beg, to
loafing, thefts, frauds or other non-seri- -
ous offenses” and especially those who
“from intolerance or belligerence persis-
tently disturbs the peace of the public.”
Just like the giant databases of today, the
Nazi dictatorship was started under the
“stocktaking of individuals” through the
construction of giant files. Everyone was
expected to self-manage, to completely
either become a pure and model citizen,
or die trying. It is not without a sense
of disturbance that one hears the green
capitalists talking about increasingly
“punishing” those who emit more car-
bon than is allowed. The logic of fascism
is the logic of the “perfection” of the hu-
man in 2 “harmonious and ecological”
community. That the state should scon
be able to measure the ecological virtue
of its citizens may only be the first step.
The coming eco-fascism will represent
the possibility to complete the project
that the fascists failed to complete with
the Gemeinschaftsfremdengesetz: the
complete rebuilding of the human in the
interests of capital by the unholy mar-
riage of ecology and cybernetics.




